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Mohenjo-Daro. The roof may sometimes have been made of reed
and matting overlaid with mud, as in Sind today. Most buildings
had their own brick-lined wells, the bricks usually wedge-shaped.
Two outstanding features of Mohenjo-Daro buildings are the bath-
rooms and drains. There were drains from the houses, and street
drains into which those others led, the street drains discharging into
soak-pits in the bigger thoroughfares. A feature of the system was
the brick culvert with corbelled roof, through the floor of which
passed a channel carrying off the surplus water. Most of the build-
ings were dwelling-houses, but there were also a few imposing build-
ings of an unascertained purpose. Each house contained a number of
rooms and a courtyard, while a lane or street separated the different
blocks of houses from one another.

The most remarkable building at Mohenjo-Daro is the Great
Bath, an open quadrangle with verandahs on four sides, behind
three of which are a series of chambers and halls. Within the
quadrangle was a large paved bath about eight feet deep, thirty-nine
feet long and twenty-three feet broad, with two flights of steps. At
the foot of each flight above the pavement was a low platform. The
bath was connected with a covered drain at one corner, having a
corbelled roof six and a half feet high. The lining of the tank,
made of dressed brick laid in gypsum-mortar, of a thickness of
three to four feet, had behind it an inch-thick damp-proof course
of bitumen, backed by a thin wall of brick. Behind this was a
packing of crude brick, and finally a solid layer of burnt brick
enclosing the whole. Adjoining the Great Bath were ranges of
small bathrooms, with a drain to carry away the water. The pur-
pose of the Great Bath and the adjoining structures cannot be
determined with certainty, and it is a mystery how the Bath was
actually filled. It is not understood either why so elaborately con-
structed a drain should have been necessary for the Bath unless it